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veg Uo ya Fes BCG, eeOO Dy: IJ., nd attrched to the Mavy ministry, 
“he ao ee ek erces is the Living Quartor of the Yoloruwsn 
Naval static Sharan tena, snd who was born on Ilarch 14th, 
1906, Paco tio following oteteoront, of his frce Mulothalyy Slbok Grave: 
proecn of the Prorcccutor at the Pronceution Court >of the 
Tsl2y> Aonope Crxurt tiarticl on Nov. 8, 1945; 


1d, “My dcricile in 1717 Yonseliachi, ci-Gun, Hiroshira 
Prefocturs. 


2. "hile - Liocuteonant f theo Novy, I varticipsteda in the 
wiben Islanc. Occupation Carcimm in eonnection with the 
Groat Pocific Jar in the ecovacity of the Acjutont -na Sonirr 
Officor of the 1 KYSLP, .in4 in those dnyn thore unppened an 
incicont <f the rurder =f POW cn the inlend, 

56. "“Bofere cntering int> tho Cotnils of the inciteont I 
vich to cxploin the sorgenization of the Occupation Forees and 
the genornl vic: of the svernation. The overall earmend of the 
Mporation vias assuried by Magjor-Gcnernl ITO, bead he forcon 
cornpocsee of. army troops «ns used for the cnptu of tho City 

f weibon, “hilo naval trons was orplavec for Paeine the air 
ficla uncer the corrinund of Roar AtCniral HATAKEY.AL, sicntioned 
Coruzancer of the 24 NSBF; the forccs ploiced uncer his cormone 
“erce=" 


the 1 KVSLP, one infentry vlction onech fron the lst snd 
end Sascobs Naval Swccin} Loncing Party, and one ary 


infentry company. Tho ffinos: coping Forec consistec of tho 
21st Mincsveeper Division. 


‘oc began our landing >f Hitlane (this smelling is 
cure) are: on Jonunry 51st, 1942, e-pturing the airficls = 
Feb. Src. ne Acriral HAT, KEY hoisted hin fling 
Leah .irficld on tho 5th of tho ronth. In this »pernation 
took the cormane of the 1 KNSLP tra.pe Cue to the fact thot 
Grrmanecr HAYASHI hed not yot arrivsé ot hir pont. 


"The POW tokcon at the Lahn \irficl2 Curing this opera 
tiscn wore about 250 of saustrelicn wane Dutch troops, one there 
were besifcs the above native troops criounting to 1 conciccr~ 
ble nurnbcor as far as I ean reenll, though the ox-ect nurber is 
uncoertnin. 


math the erention of the 24 NSBF on Fob, 5, the ] Ki 
permcnont cormiand of thin unit. inc if I 

roricnbor CS sonee cithoer lnte in Feopruaory or in the beginning 

of March the 1 KNSLP wes fissslvee tr bo absorbee. intact ints 
the 24 NSBr. Conny. neer HAYASHI, Cormienéer xf tho 1 KNSLP, 
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orrivede. at his port in Jribon arcune February 7th, an? was tran: 


forree t> thor post sith the Aissolution f the 1 IG'SLP, 


"“Sntcring into the oxpLan ction of tho POV ruréor 
incidcont at Lahr I on going to stato you an follo-n: 


It is reealise it «5 orocunt tho 20th of Fobruary that 
the inciccnt tool: vplnco. At the court of inquiry I ctatec tho 
I was oatiny for an operation to clonar away mucrilia cloront, 
lonacing ii. IAIAGA, 2 corpany cormionceor, ane 97 fs, at tho 
timc whon this incifent cccurroc. But if ir. NAKAGAWA statoa 
that he hae participrted in tho incicent ac the loafsr on the 
spot in corplinnee with tho orcer of Gormencor HAYASHI - hich 
he caic. to have boon tranmittec by me, such might be the exac. 
an amattor of fact ry menory on the mattcr is vague beenusec I 
VAS Cacocecingly busy with those *.irn such as the cloaring 
un of tho battlo-fsucht grcun’s, tho taking over the 9ecunatio: 

Cutics from the amy units, tho clearing ayay of sucrrilla 
clonents, cte. ‘hich boerwe nocossitatea by the situntion 
existing juct aftcr the sccupntion of tho arena, " 


(at this juncturs the rccore of the statoiont by Ken-ichi 


NAMAGAMAA “as rend to hin by tho procecutor. 


5. "I wich to male sone statoncnt in connection “ith what 
hac beon rosa junt nov. In tho cormposition of the Lahnz 
Occupntion Forcor the artillory unit one tho plctoon from tho 
52 Naval Spccinl Base Force ‘icre originally o part of the 
1 KNSLP, ond thoy hac bsen Cesapntchea to Jolo Irlane till that 
time; thoy wero morcly rejoined to tho 1 KNSEP for the »pora- 
tion. <Accorcing to my moriory the Gormiancer of the Lahn Detach 
mont wor not Chicf /nrrant Officcr SAS StI, but Licutensant 
Junior Grads Shoji S.WLUTO, 2 epecinl nervice Oificcr, 


"orcover it rust bo adAo? that the term tho orfor sive 
by me which sas mentioned in tho juct-noveroot NARGAATS 
strtcriont shoulec moan tho orcor of our corriencor trancmittse 
by mo, boenuse I «ns thon nerely tho acjutant, ané@ tho proper 
cormancor hot. already arrivee at his post before the inciccnt 
hapvenec, 


"Bori¢cs the above I @o not think of anything to state. 


“hon the statenent «ns completed, the rocord nade of it 
Was rene. to Kunito HATAKBY.cii, «ho nelno1lceegca the correctnos: 


hf 
i 


' 
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oe 


of the recor one affixod his sienrture ane roal horeafter, 


The signature ond scal of 
Kunites HAT’ 


Rocorfer, the Tokyo Navel Gonernl 
Court Mortinol, 


Tacao MAMBU, Justice Snsim, IJN., 


Ichirs ITO, Justicc Lt.-Concr,., oNars 
Prosecutor, tho Tolzyo Naval Gonoral 
Court fiarticl. 


\pnchinenirhenbintenceess 
Exquination of Defonaant 


~ 


aecusods: = Kunito HATAKGY AI, 


On €th Novortbor 1945, st tho vrolininary cxoriinetion court 
v 


of tho 


Toliy. Gonornl Oourt-jiartinl, Juctice It. Corer. Keicholcu 


ONO tho prolimninoary oxorrination officor, in the wresonce of 
Justice Enceirpn Yasuo WBE, tho Roeorfer of theo e 


the rbove montionec recuse harger +4 


The gucstions and onsors “ors AS 


de Q: 


mat are your nec, Cate of birth, offilintion, title 
ana’ raniz, conLeile, ploce of birth, proenent AAeCrors and 
secupntion beforo entoring navy? 

Norio = HATAKBY.UL Munito,. 

Datc of birth = lath March 1906, 

“ffilintion - Attaches to Novy Ministry, 

Title an@ ran: = Gorminndcor of the Navy. 

Dorticils = 1,717 Yu1s—Cho, -ti-Gun, Hiroshir:e 
Prcefceture, 

Plicc cf birth = sic as cComicilc, 

AVOress = VARUOHL, Kuchiec=Mura, \en=Gun, Hirsashina 
Profcscturc, 

Occuprtion before cntcring navy = Micelo School stucent 


Court ran:, coc oration, nocals, Mnuity or ponsion, if 
any? 


Sth Court Rani: Junior arco (Ju-rolu-~i), 5th class 


PURL: http://www. legal-tools.org/doe/1deae2/ 


Evic. Doc. No. 5555—B. 
4. 


srforeofenorit (un-7o-t ye “ap risc¢al for tho 1951-19354 
Inci@cnt, 2 Menemitcus Fountation MoGnl, Hocal 
Gormomorsting the Shove Coronation, ont c.ar moanl for 
tho Chine Affair. 

bce 
Hove you over/ounishes fr Orirzinnl offonsen? 


“™ 


oe 


Novcor. 


(Herounoen tho prolinincry oxwuinine officer tol¢c the 
fofen? ont thot he voule no start sucestioning him on 
the sforomontioned cherae. ) 


Tio ronson “ay you are sunpoctec. of the nforomentioncd 
chorge is thic. hint Go you say wbout it? 


© Aan ten eee? eS eh 


(Horcupon thse prelininary exrninins officor then roe. 
t9 hin the eviccneso of the erimne “hich ie notec down 
in tho "Statercnt of Opinion", cubaittos by tho 
Prorceutor ITO to the Navy 'tinicter untor canto 8 
Novonber 1945 ane “hich is montions?® in thc Prorceutor': 
lettcr uncor sone Cots resuiring this vrolininosry 
hearing, ) 


a 


Tho nuibor of POw rmrcorea. was not so large 16 is 
stcto® in prepoern jurt no road tome. <Accorcing 

roexlloction the POW killed. nurntbero”™ cone 100 to 
cricos this point I hove no other opinis 

se Lun“orrton’, you have stoto” ts 

the follc ing wny. Is it correct? 

prelinincry cxcring sfficor roo the rocor: 
statcnent of the 2ceuse® “hich hes boon props 
the pronccutor. 


It ic omnetly ns you have rod juct nov. 


Mat vos your relation with mer, MARAG LAA in 
tho chain of corinne. 1. imc the cass tro placo? 


Ione at thet time Acjutent to the 1 KNSLP, ~hile 
Lt.-Contr. NASIGIA vas A Company cornmeondcr of ur 
corns. Therofore tho orcers by the Corsianecor of the 
Corns, Corminnfer Shojire HAYASHI, ‘ors in somo c766H 
tranemittec through me, “hile .t other tines, thoy “iore 


. 


givyon Ciroet to Nata... oy our Cormiencor. 


If thot ic 50, mey trononitted 
the Gormoncer's 


ts for os I romoembor no, it ‘ar 0. 
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Shinro iATABIKI, 

sceone. intcrros.tin of the accused 
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statoriont you hove mofo co far ql] correct? 


1 maf 
have mace come hi 


set thom piaht.. 


Reeorcing the corps sition of the forccs pa articinatoe in 
the ecpture of Arbon Triant Ken-ichi TMKAG A states 
lito this; “hot is your opinion spout it? 


Horcupon the ox minction officor ror Guostion No. 3 
ane its ansuor from tho reeorde of the sccone intorroga= 
tion of Xon-ichi NAKAG.L. another ancceunce,. ) (Sce No. 
HN C-5& ’ 


Rouehly calking the co ypositio n tins ne ic otatoe by 
Nak oe put there .,re soric inaccurnte points in his 
atatonont; ond I will mvse ny etotcnont on these point 
1.c. 

Tio secone plntoon anc. the infontry-gun unit of the 

1 XNSI.P are not to be consiore* as the reinforconent 
fror. the 32 iSBF, but both of thom were sttached to 

the Jolo Dotochnont, which "as realy a part of the 
..KNSLP, ane. vera then juet mace to redoin with the 
main boty becouse of Aibon Occupation Operation. 


Ao rogeras ths establishnont of the 24 NSBR, 
MEGA scys thot this corye hem alroay been created 
at the time of tho lnncing on Jsmbon Islenc. Pts pea) 
ricttor of Foct, hovevor, 2t the tine of tho Jencing 
Roer Afrirol HATBAKBY.SL. was still merely on officer 
attecne’ to be Hordsacrtorn of the Thirc. Flcct, 
thourh he joine’ us on boare my ship in ec ornlirnece 
with 2 petaenonis or“cr by the flcot hore sunrtersr 
under cote 2f Jonuory 29 thet "Roar-Jrnirel ee 

Yerth chell cssunc the cormonc.of the 1 KNSLP aft 

the len¢ine on artbon Islent"; ané@ though to of ae 
assintcnts, Cormonécr ISxr sac Licutoncnt iMIZOGUCHI, 
both alro attcchot to the Tnire Flect Hone quarters, 
came to our chip ccecornpenying him, too. 


At thet timo I coule not uncerstone cloarly cncugh 
hat ce really meont by the ~wores Wshall assume the 
Gormen?. of thc 1 KYSLP", but I vas tol’ by the atniral 
thet ho oul’ commone the party in covery ospect, sne 

overything was to be reportsd to hin thoroofter. 


Boing the cceting commoncer of the 1 MISLP sinco 
sroun™ the oBth of Jonuary, I vas left to uncortainty 
ap2ut the prospect ~hother the proper Cornmenccr of ’ 

ho 1 NNSLP -oule nevly be wonsintod or not, becauso 
aftor tho orrivol of Acmirol HATAKGY.ZLA an information 
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rcacher. to my car thot the 1 KNSLP sould bo roorg-nize 
into the 24 NSBF ané thet aomirol HATAKBYAILY soul? 
become the cormanfent of the now unit ~ith Corrisneor 


ISKI cnc Licutenant MIZOGUCHI ans hic stoff officers. 


“8 to tho opornation of the 21st Iinenvicopoer Divisio: 
this Civision prorticipatec in tho emmpnign brocking 
into the ‘Ambon Bay aren inespendently; the surfacc 
ficect “hich cirectly coopernteoe “ith us in the secuna- 
tion battle from the sven sen WAG, AB A matter of fact 
. festroyer Civision of the Sccone Destroyer Saquaftron. 


Regarding the progress of the .mbon Islone Occunrtion 
Battle Kon-ichi NAMAGA has e7ie like his; co you 
agres with him? 

(Horcupon the Dxcminine Officer ro-r Question No. 4 an 
the anrucr from omone the recore sf the socond intcrro- 
ention of the saccuso’ Kon-ichi NAKAGAIA. ) (Sco No, 
HITC--3¢, ) 


Roughly, his stotcnont is corrcet, thoush I will 
present you my written st-torent boenuns his statoment 
is not cufficicntly preciro in respect of tino ane sone 
other points. 

(Horoupon the recusce HATARSY.VL. prosontor a payor 
ontitloe "Surmory View of tho Courrs of the Brttle 
fought by the 1 KNSLP in the Capture of the Iahe- 
sdrficle on imbon Islone," shich in wmnoxoe -t tho ona 
of thir prosent rocord, 


4411 you oxplnin sbout the POY tron at tho battlo of 
4) 


capturing the Laha A\irfiole? 


The PO:; tekon for tho first time «ore soms ton 
wstrolim solcicrs; thoy - oro taken by our scoutn in 
the anytince of tho lst .f Pobrucr ry ane. voroe brought 

in to Sovncore (this spolling is not sure). Tho sccon¢ 
erouo of the PO! numboring  ybout 50 «cro tole to have 
boon enpturod in the eraytins of tho Fob. 2 ane. boo 
brourht ts Sovnconds thoueh I have no lmno-Acero “bout 
the circumstances of the enpture boesuse I was thon far 
into the cneny's Mefense porition of tho Lahe Airfiolc, 


The Thire. sroupn of the PO. numbor: 2. bout 250, con= 
Sistine chicfly of Suctrolic nN troops -n2 of some Dutch 
solfiors, both of «shor -zers talon on the ocension of 
the espture of the Lehn sirfiocle osrly in the morning 
of Fobrucry Src. "i 
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These were the all of the PO'/ talteon in the bottle fo: 
eapturines the Loha Airficl¢. 


Ho: ‘iorco thorc POW irill cc? 


‘6 t) tho absut ton POW telecon for the first timo by our 
scoute, I heard that 

Foath corly in the morning of Fobrunry ene. when he was 
about to start morchineg touerec tho sirficld with 1 
‘his trooos. I @> not JIenow much about the “otrils of 

ho killing beernuse I ins then for into the cnomy's 
ponition at the airfiolc, As far ao I know the officors 
romaining at Sorrncore at that time vore Armiral 

HAT MEY ALL, Commoncer ISKI, Licutonent MISOGUCHI, 
Ensign SAXAiOT0O, Jarront Officcr SASAKI, ond ‘iarrant 
Officor SUV. SS: Par ns Iounas tole. Roar Atmiroal Hitae 
KEYVis hac hac Gnsien SAKVOTO, Senizr Officcr prosent 
of the 1 KNSLP troops at Sownacord, kill thom “hon his 
force was about to lonve Sovncord for the capture of 

he airficla, consicoring it nocossory to ect rid of 
the Gnngor to his rear in vicw of the fact thnt only 
tcalt force consisting of a meficnal servicoc unit and 
2 communication unit *7ould be loft at Sovncond. 


Lal 8 


The second group of the POW, about 50 in numbor, ‘cre 
killce in the follovine monnor;: Dither on the night 
of the Sr@ of Fobrunry or on the noxt dey, I con't 
romombor sccuratoly which is correct, a ropvort wan for= 
‘rardo’ up to the Acmira). HATAKBYAA's honcmoartors at 
the Loha Airficl’ through a despatch ridor by Mnsien 
SALVIOTO, “ho tins then stationce st Sovrncond. according 
to this rovort the PO) wore constituting 2 monsco agninst 
our unit left -t Sovacond which “1s composoe of only 
once sauna of ton sunrée troops, five or six conmunication 
oporntors, about ton mofical corps men and fifty or 
eixty vounced. porsons; anc thir report raic tho POV, 
tosing necvantoago of our “oxrkness, bohaver. robolliousr 
toward the suarés, attomnptoé “esortionn, otc. 


\t tho Lahn Jirfioclc, on tho othor hrn¢e, 111 of our 
troops nunboring about 150 to 170 in all «ors thon 
occupior by such cution ns to kccv anothor group of 
tho PO:; totaralline wboeut 250 uncor musrd, as 011 15 to 
be clort rgninnet ony oventunlity “hich “cre not 
unlinbls to occur from outsire at such a precarious 
timc 96 van natural inmocintoly aftor tho crpturo of 
the ficle. It wes unter thoso circumstances that Roar~ 
acmiral HAT ACSY.Vi, sho haf boon wlrconcy napnorchonsive of 
the overrll uncasy situntion of the arson ~hich hae 
boon monifocoting itsolf an is written my "Summcry Viov 
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or the Course of the Battle in the Capture of the Inha 
airficld on .mbon Island", enllcd NAKAGAWA, compony- 
cormandcr, nd mo into his room where Lt. MIZOGUCHI 
une also prosent, “hen he reeciver the aforomentioned 
ronort by Bnsien SAXAMOTO, and ordccree un to kill the 
PO.s who wore asruming monacine attitude at Sorv-eond, 
Ho addce. also at thet time that the killing hac to be 
corrica out after enroful vrep oration to insure strict 
seereey, ane that riflcns mist not bo used beenuse tho 
sounc of the firing woul have baat cffect. 


Though I consicere’, on the one hand, that tho 
absences of the company-conmonder from the cirficlé would 
enusc us some anxicty in vicw of the thon procnrious 
Pofconse situntion of the fiole, I “as also afraid, on 
the other hane, lost some unretrioveble failure should 
be mate if an uncxporionce? »fficcr such as 7 Di ntoon= 
commancor sould bo cntructo’ with this killing of the 
POW which require’ 1 consi@ernble enrofulness. Thero~ 
fore I. oromptly cupressed. my intontion to .iemirnal 
HATARGY.Vi. thet I vould have the company-commontor ad= 
minictor ond suporvise this affair vorsonnlly, ond 
with the avprovnl of the Aemiral I s0 orccrod the 
company=-comnnnccr NARAGAMA. 


arounc. 4th or 5th of the month, probably on the 5th 

if I romombor right, tho Comprny-Comanneer NAKAGYVAA 
reported to moe that he had come back from Sorneoad 
having “one the killine of tho POW there. 2&8 I took 
him to Acmirnal HATAKSYAILA to have hin roport the 
Acmuiral on the accomplishment of tho killing. Though 
inatcr on I ae reported in Actail on the concitions 
of tho killing, the vivid ane oxnct picture of the 
roported Cetnil fails to como up to my momory at 
preront; for I was at that timo co mich occupicd 
“ith various othcr cutics including nogotintions with 
the army outhoritics nat wabon, I unas also told at a 
inter nto thot the troons lca by NAKAGAUA for tho 
killing nunboret about thirty, thouch I am not certain 
Vhich platoon he had picked up tho mon fron. A 
ronort vines nlso maco to me that the prironor of tho 
war of the highest rank thon killco¢ wns 4 major of 
the dustrnlion force; of tho otheorr none ern bo 
recolloctec to mo now, 


hon wo kille’ the POW for the third timc, the 
victims numbere?t xbout 30 out of tho About 25C PO! in 
total taken at the time of sur enapturs of tho nir- 
ficle. smd this was donc «also nccorfines t» tho ordor 
of Aemirn)l HATACYATL. «Thorne 250 PO’, “hon Aram up 
on © runway on tho ocearion of the victorizun forme 
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ontry of the main body of tho Atmiral HATAKGYAIMATs 
teats into the nairficlc, bchaver. thomscelves so 
sturbingly apparently out of their vexatiousncss, 
alent tut-tut, clonching their fists, stwming the 
grounts, anc the like, that we vicre forcot to make 
thom qmuict on@ to place thom under moro strict guard. 
jie also noticeé on that night theit tho POV vere taik- 
i scerct talk in their barracks without soing to 
icoo as if instituting o mutinous intrigue, ne 
somc of thom cormittca Cescrtion taking afvontnr of 
the smallness of our sunre strength. fiponeihiore: 
vhon we employed them in the ork of clearing off 
aebrises in the battlc-fought arcas, vie sav in their 
attitucos something incxcusnblc, for instance: They 
behavee 15 if they vrorc looking coim upon our troops, 
or they were attompting to invite Conger to us 
throuch misicading us in the hancling of bomb-imnitors 
or through kceping the minec. plecc 1 scerot. More- 
over, in view of 2 very unconasy situntion of the air- 
ficl¢c at thet time as is yvritten in my "Surmary Viov 
of the Course of the Bettle in the Crpture of the 
Ambon Telana”, admiral HATANSYAIL. had to keep 
Ceployed almost 211 of his forces for the ¢ccfonsc of 
the poritions Tune the surprisc by the cnomy's rem- 
nants "1s expectod; thercfore he coule cnmloy only in- 
sufficient stroneth for the suarec of the POW, There 
wns also some evicence that the POW wore cxcrcising 
contsct by the mecium of Cescrters with their comraces 
remained outside unenpturcc, 


I think it was the result of the consiccration of 
those circumstanecs just mentionces as well as of the 
recollection of tho oforcstatec mitinous bchaviour of 
the 50 POW at Sovwnaconc thet A@miral HATAKEY LA 
enlicc. the Commany=-Conmmandeor and mysclf on Februcry 
5th ane orcecred us to kill about $0 mon ho wore 
considered to be espoecinlly rebellious out of the 
about 250 POM! billcttce in the barracks in the csir- 
ficld. I in my turn, hoving cccicec. to have this 
atmirnl's order be cxecutcd by the Compony-Comanndcr 
himsclf ss boforc, save ny oreer to MAKAGA/A to that 
cffcct. 


On the 6th cvcening I won roported by the Company- 
Cormaneer thet the killing of the ybout 50 POW had 
beon Pinishec COD ODay hee eet 18 orecree,, though 
I co not know the actailcc manner of the killing. 11 
I enn remember nov vias tho Tarompnhion then I reecived 
to the cffect that all of these about 30 POW vere 
suctralion vith some officcrs omong then. 
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Next I am going to state about the POW killings 
cormittec. for the fourth timc. For some loneth of tir 
aftor the just now mentioned killing of the wbout sO 
PO’; tho rest of the POW behavor themsclves quict ane. 
opeficnt. But since after no more thin once »ylintoon 
stronsth got loft ot Loha upon the withdrownl of the 
mnin body of the 1 KNSLPto .imbo qroun*’ Februnry 10th, 

sortion bognn to take place cgain among the Pow in 

surac of timc. lforcover, it epporrcd thot they were 

xpoecting on Alice counter offonsive agninst the 
crion onc vere oreparines for 2 rosponfent action to 
o trkon by thomsclves on such occasions. The frct 
thet sone of the cescrtors droppes beck to the canp 
gave the rise to our suspicion neturnlly thet 2. sort 
of scerct linison was boing concucted beticen the POW 
in the camp ane their fricnds outside. In addition 
to the above, the POW who vero reluctant in thcoir 
assienede. vork ené. shoved ecfisnt attituce became 
inercnasinesly numcrous. These changing situations of 
the POW ct Lahoa vere revorted to the Conmander of the 
1 KNSLP .t .imbon by tho Chicf of the Lshe Detachment, 
shone nome vac, if I romombcr right, SAKAMOTO, an 
Bnsien. 


As is uritton in the “Summary Vicw of the Course of 
Battlc", the circumstonecn in Ambon at thet timo 18 
alco in - grect vreesrioueness, anc. the stroneth 
avniloble in the city for tho cefense anc guard was 
So small thot it we impossible forw to send 
roinforcoment to Lahe even in erse of cmergoncy, not 
to say vermenently. It eas probably cuc to this 
rearon that Commanfer HAYASHI callec. the Company~- 
Commanner NAGAYA and mo sroune the 17th or the 18th 
of February in front of his officinl room ane. gave his 
orfcr Circctly to the Compony Comminccr to kill the al 
romnining PO:/, On the next day the company-comawncacr 
NAKAG ALA reported mo that the killing of 11 of the 
romnining POW had becn completcly cone at Tnuli; 
accordingly I roporte? the same on to Commancdcr 
HAYASHI. 


‘s for tho Cotoilod monnecr of tho kill, I cic not 
hear enything cxccpt that svorés or bayoncts were us¢ed 
instore of rifles in orfer not to make louc reports, 
Though I was tol? thet the comp rny-comanncor took 
with him the cnlistod mon moartoroé in the Victorian 
Borracks, tho numbor of these mon has lost to my 
momory. In this connection it is recollectec that in 
complinnes with the commander's orrer I tolé the men 
employed in the killing never to blab about the motter 


a 
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each the cars of the POW who 


oreerce. by Commander 
HAYASHI? 


I thirds. Commander HAYASHI orccredc this too in 
ececorannes vith the cirection by Acmirnal HATAKSYAMA. 


Hod the Thirec. Flcect Headquarters been over asked its 
opinion regardine tho Cisposition of the POW? 


as for mysclf I co not know about the matter of such 
higher lovol. 


How about the POW token by the army in the ecnse of the 
dmbon Islanc. Occupation Campairn? 


The PO! takon by the army totallec xbout 800 
including both Australian and Dutch. The 24 NSBI 
took over frem tho army around. February 18th or 13th 
the cherge of these POW in Gnlaln. And the 24 NSBF 
in its turn by the oral order through Staff Officer 
MIZOGUCHI, who then lookec aftor the affairs related 
to the POW, hac the 1 KYSLP take charge of the POW 
Camo at Gnlaln with the guard of one platoon stroneth. 
aAccorcingly cither Warrant Officcr S4SAcI or Ensign 
FUKUDA, 8s. far ns I can rocollcct, though I om not 
sure which of thom, ws “espntched to the POW Camo 
to asswno the suard cuty. 


for as I have been tole none of these POW was 


2°, you compile any list of the POW cantureA by the 
Navy? 


as I uncerstone the §toff Officor MIZOGUCHI was 
preparing for it, though nothing was hoard about it 
einco then. 


It is saic that sbout sO onlistod mon belonsing to 
Ifincs'iccpcr No. 9 thon slreacy sunk were included in 
the men whom Company-Commanccr NAGAGVA took with him 
in the cxse of the killing of the lnst group of the 
POW; do you know about it? 


I have no knowledge about it. 
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Was it then understood to you that the killins of tac 
PO’ is prohibited by the intornoational 1? 


I knot fully at that time. 


If you unéerstood it, why co you think the killing was 
: 9 v 
cormittcd? 


I think the killine was cone in tho light of the 
circumstances then cxisting, i.c. in vicyw of the fact 
that the surrounfine situction was vory precarious and 
that the portent that tho POW micht mutiny vas 
extromely noticcable, there cxistca not 2 small 
possibility that wc oursclves vould become of thoir 
victim instonda if thcy voulc be lect nionc. 


‘Yhon the interrogation of the rccusced vine completed, 
the rocord made of it was road to the accused; sand as the 
nceuscé. snie that it was without any mistakes, he was caused 
to affix his sienature ond thumb-print belo. 


(The signature anc thumb-print 
of the Accused) 


(Siened) Yasuo ABE, 
Recorder, Sccond Demobilizgation 
Ministry. 

(Signed) Shinro ‘JATABIKI, 
Prcliminary Examination Officcr, 
Sccone. Demobilization Ministry. 


at the Proliminary Court of the Tokyo Demobilization Court, 
On Deccmbcr 24th, 1945. 


| 


| 

it 

} 
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fhe Third Intcrrogatory of tho Accusca. 


: 
(Pages 324-3217) 


The accusec = HATAKBY. VL RKunito. 


On 12 Fobruary 1946, in the thira oxominntion in the Court 
of the Demobilizgation Ministry in Tokyo, W.TABIKI Shinro, 
SDO Poo. of TGDC in tho brcesenee of ABE Yasuo, SDO, Reda. of 
PGDC, continued the coxomination of TLATAKEY.AICA Kunito hold on 
. the charac of abettor to 2 mirccr ease. The sucstions ane 
msyers arc as follovis; 


1. Q ‘hat is your nomo? 
HATAR GYULA Kunito, 


(Horoupon the oxeminine official told him that he 
would examine him for the enso above-mentioned, ) 


In what eaprcity were you called to Conmandant 
HATARSYULi, when you rocsived the orcers to cxecute tho 
POWs around 5th or 6th of Pobruary? 


af tho Cormancing Officor, HAYASHI, of 1 KNSLP hac 
not yct arriveée at his post on that Cay, I “ins calloa 
in to recoive the orfern in the enpncity of Acting 
Commanding officor of 1 KNSLP, 


In vhat enpacity then, thon tho oréers of the exccu= 
tion of POws was Aclivered on about 20 FPobrunry? 

4 
Tho ordor vine directly Acliversda to theo company 
commancor NACAGAYA Konichi from tho Comunnding Officer; 
I wine attending thore as odjutoent. as. rule, ordors 
of the Conmancine Officer are to bo Cclivered “irectly 
from tho Commanding Officer, thoush sometimes they are 
tivcn through tho adjutant. As adjutant is the 
aseistant to the Oormonding Officor, it is necessary 
for him to be ‘oll neauaintode vith Commanding Officor's 
policics ona intontions in eonernl, so that “hon an 
order is sivon, the adjutant is usunlly vith him, and 
if not, ho is orcinoarily told xbout the orcor beforo 
or oftor its actusl Aclivory. 


Dic. you o:mpress ony opinion of yours, “hon the oraer 
of the cxeccution was riven? 


I know; thrt the cxceution of PO's in in. principle 
violation of international lat; ane. .1.e0 of rules cone” 
corning lone warfare. So when the Commandant 
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HATARGYVGA tole me at first his intontion that he 
woule. kill. POW cuc to their restive attitude, I 
proposed him to put them uncor a stricter guard, and 
then tako some other mensurcs oftcrvards., But 
Commandant HATAKGY.Vi. scemea to have been strongly 
convinced that it would be bettor to Gispntch tho 
PO's at onec, beenusec, he was afraid, if ho left tho 
mattcr a5 it was, there mirht be chance cnough that 
we oursclvcs voulée bo annihilstoa by the rebcllious 
PO\/s. sS for mc, I took it for grantod to obey the 
Conmmancent sinco my ndvico had once been ConicA; this 
thought of mince, moreover, had boon strongthenor 
through my oxpcricneces during tho war, 


agnin, nbout 20 Pobruary, whon I was summoned to 
the Commandine Officor HAYASHI, before the ordor of 
execution "1s givon, I tole my opinion .s before, and 
I think the Commincine Officcr himsclf aavisod the 
Commandant regarding the illognlity of the oxccution 
of PO\%s, 


But it scoms that the Admiral hoa been “coteorminoed 
to oct accordine to his om conviction in vicw of the 
gonornl sffoire on the island of tmbon ana the 
rebollious otmosphore among the POs. And the ordor 
was cventually Ccolivoreé. from the Commencing Officor 
HAYASHI. 


Is it truc that the Company Cormmeoncor WWOAGATA 1s0 
statee. his viovws when he wns Sivon the orcer of 
execution from tho commending officer HAYASHI oround 
20 Fobrucry? 


Yes, I romombor, ho cid. 


Docs the ¢ofenennt think thet the supcrior's oreer 
shoule. bo obcyod, oven hon the oreer is cloarly 
unlawful? 


It is very difficult to Cecide --hether the ordcr is 
unlaful or not; it donenes upon the cifforoneos 95f 
the sunlity of culture oné opinions betricon the 
commeanior ond his suborcinnts. If the orcor is con- 
struce. to be ploinly .reninst tho lov, the suboreinate 
may ctato his o:m opinion sbout it; but “hon the 
cormondor insists upon carrying out his ordor, tho 
suboreinstc should oboy, I think 


Of course, it moy somotinon happen thet the 
suborcinate »urposoly Cisobeys the comnancer's orfor 


a” 


anc ets othorvisc, but in this ense ho foce 5° uvon 
his om responsibility, consiccring the situntion in 
sonernl. 
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Is the defendent's enrcor yeep von ropresontod in 
this curriculum vitno of yours 


(Horoupon the cxnminines officinl rooe to the ecefcnéont 
the copy of the curriculum vitae of the Acfondant that 
head boon forviaréec. from tho Chicf of Porronnol Burcnu 

of Novy Ministry. 


There arc no mistrkeo 


admittes to the Novnl Collcgre 
Miee¢lo Schoo) of Hiroshima City 


I hoe finishee xory 
in March 1925, 


By ths 5 ah tars bef f IPS I 
= 


How about your fomcestic affoirs? 


Vito Susuko (35 ae Coughtor Y5kco (12 yorrs) 


on T.fckuni (5 yonrs); “oc have no other proporty 
ox sot about 7,000 yon on Gcposit. 


How is your state of mind at prosont? 


It scoms to me thot the gonernl situation in thosc cays 
was the principsl factor for Rerr-\emirnl Hat okeyama, 
the Commondant, to cetermine upon the pe eau ae of POWs, 
in order to vrevont the untoverc neciccnt; ond I think 
thet the commandant vias comncllcd to tale auot’ monsurcs;: 
maybe he coule fo otherwise in such o vs iychological 
crisis he vas confronted vith, But it is truly 
roearottabls that he cid not acecpt my opinion about the 
mattor, one. at tho same time I feel an cxtromo pity 
for thosoc POWs «sho lost their precious lives 
throuch ths oxcecution, I enan't h: 21p praying for the 
repvose of their souls from theo bottom of my hcocrt, 


(Hercunpon tho exuaining officiel told the ac 

about the rrounds upon which the acfondnnt 

in sucpicion, -ni thet the Acfenannt could plicoed his 
ense if ho voule, but the defondant snid that he haa 
no plon to offer, ) 

Have you anything cleo to sny? 

No, I heve nothine clse to say in particular, 


when the testimony ee comploted, the rocord mao of 
rong, again; anc. 16 Hataltcoyuan saie. that it ene Vvithout 
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any mistakcs > was cnuscod to affix his siensture and seal 


belo. 
The .iccuscd 


HATAKSYLi Kunito (Sirenod) 


(Sipnca) ABE Yasuo, SDO, Ret, TGDS. 
Clerk, Sceonc Domobilization Ministry. 


AATABIICR Shinro, SDO, Pos. TGDC, 
TA 


Bamnining Official 
Scconc. Demobilization lMinistrv. 


mo court as above, 12 February 1946. 
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any mistakcs ho woe sod to arfix his signsture 


pelor;. 
The iccusced 
HATAKSYVL. Kunito (Sirnec) 


(Sienocd) ABE Yasuo, SLO, Ret, TGDS. 
Clerk, Scconc. Domobilization Ministry. 


(Sisned) WATABIKR Shinro, SDO, Poo. TGDC, 
Bamnining Official 
Seconc. Demobiligation Ministry. 


court as above, 12 Pebruary 1946. 
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